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Wisdom - The Heart of the Family
Introduction:
1. Changes start rationally (like reading and applying Proverbs), but change does not happen until it  
 “hits” your feelings.  How do you feel, most of the time?
2. The word “heart” is mentioned nine times in this passage.  In this culture, the heart was 
 synonymous with our feelings.  Stand back...This is awesome!
3. Jeremiah 17:9 relates that “the heart (that’s heart) is deceitful and desperately wicked...”  John 14:1  
 states “let not your heart be troubled...”
4. Note that within the passage the heart can be characterized: [1] (v.15), “heart is wise and rejoicing”,  
 [2] (v.17), “heart envies...”, [3] (v.7), “think with our hearts...” (note the correlation of the intellect and  
 emotions).  We all think with our feelings.  The passage has three qualities God wants in our   
 hearts.

 I. The Motivated Heart  Verse 12 tells us to “apply thine heart to instruction...”
  A. The word “apply” in Hebrew means to stretch out our hearts.  Are you ready to expand  
      your heart? (get excited)...Romans 5:5.
  B. This word is found three other times in Holy Writ,  Prov. 2:2 challenges us to apply our  
      hearts to understanding, Prov. 22:17, “apply to knowledge”, Ps. 90:12, “apply to   
      wisdom...”  Here it is; instruction.  Wow and wow and wow...wisdom, understanding,   
      knowledge and instruction.
  C. Are you motivated to change?  That determination must be there.
 II. The Directed Heart  Verse 19 states, “Hear thou, my son (or daughter), and be wise and guide  
     thine heart in the way.”
  A. How would you like to be wise?  Oh...get excited.  The word “guide” means “pointed”.   
      Your heart is pointed in some direction.  What?
  B. In verses 20,21 we are warned not to “point our hearts” toward the world.  The result will  
      be poverty and being “lulled” to sleep.
  C. Interestingly...verses 22-25 harkens us to “point our hearts” toward the teaching of our  
      parents.  Well, how do your parents do?  How are you doing as a parent?
 III. The Committed Heart  Verse 26 says, “My son, give me thin heart, and let thine eyes observe  
      my ways.”
  A. This is so meaningful.  Three applications: [1] if you are younger, when did you give your  
      heart to your parents, [2] married...when did you give your heart to your spouse, [3]   
      God...when did you give your heart to God?  How many of you does He really have?
  B. Note...the parenting implications.  “Son/daughter, you want to know what a Godly   
      father/mother is about?  Look at me.  I will model it for you, observe my path.”  Sobering  
      implications for parenting...

Conclusion:
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also...” (Matt.6:21).  Let us be honest; how many of us 
does God actually have?
  


